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Marit.ga 3 

^The Thermo-LTectrio Power Station, Maritza 3, which supplies the energy for the 
nitro-fertilizer plants of Dimitrovgrad, has become the vital nerve of the center. 
Its first furnace was put in action in the beginning of August 1951. Within the 
following 10 days full exploitation of the power station was ' scheduled to take 
place. Maritza is to produce 150,000 tons of dry steam (sic) per hour. 

I 

ft The plant is composed of a four-story building 100 x 30 m., a cooling tower 
60 to 70 m. high and 20 m. in diameter, a high chimney 125 m. high and 7 m. in 
diameter; a three story building 50 x 20-25 m. and another building of the same 
dimensions. All these buildings are made of reinforced concrete. Besides the 
power station proper, there are five or six two-story buildings, as well as a 
temporary camp of 20 brick barracks for labor brigades. 

11 The whole area of the power station is surrounded by barbed wire. On the south 
there is a wall with two entrances. Access to the area is permitted only on passes 
issued by the Stroyobedinenye Na Tec Maritza 3 (State contractors entrusted with 
the building of the plant). 

• • j 

Coal is supplied to the power station from the Maritza coal-mine situated 4-5 kms. 
from the plant. - The coal is brought by rail. 


ATS Stalin 

kfZ , £>tal in (Azotno-Torov Savod - The^nitro-f ertilizer plant) i 
foliowring branches: 


s composed of the 


(a) 

(b) 

(°) 


Tzeh Obogatizelna Stdntsya - 


coal filtering station 
(purifying station) 

Tzeh Vazduhosabiratelna Stantsya - air plant whioh collects 

aif from the atmosphere 
ana distributes it over 
various sections of the pla 

Serotchistka sulphur processing station 
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(d) Destructive distillation of coal department - to extract caustic 

ammonia 

(e) Nitric acid department (with a blueprinted 
crew of 160 persons) 

(f) Natriev Nitrat department (artificial, fertiliser) 

13 It includes the following technical departments s 

(a) Mechanical repair department 

(b) Anergoobiedinenie (electro* technical department) 

(c) Strugari ( turnery) department; (girls as well as men are 
employed in this department.,) 

(d) Casting department 

(e) carpentry department 

Another thirty or so small sections are connected with these major departments. 

* J The ATZ Stalin plant comprises about 40 buildings, mostly of reinforced con- 
crete,, 

SJ An air line is scheduled to link the coal mine Maritza with the plant itself, 

(not with the Power Station, Maritza 3), 


tf Eighty per cent construction work on the plant has been already completed. The 
Sulphur Processing station has been finished entirely and put in operation* This 
department was blueprinted to be finished December, 1950,. On December 21, 1950. 


country that the clan was executed. 





l! The production of this department amounts to 18 to 20 tons of sulphuric acid per 
day 0 Pyrite is brought from the pyrite mine of KardjdLi (on the railway line close 
t© the Turkish border) .. All the production is taken by rail tanks to the military 
factory at Kazanlyk* This is the biggest explosive factory built just before the 
war by French,, * / 


?, Most of the equipment both for ATZ Stalin and the power station of Maritza 3 
has been delivered from the USSR. Only & small part has come from paec bosloveki a , 

Fart of the planes for planing machines and emeries for grinding machines were 
delivered from Czechoslovakia. In. June one of the machine transports came 20 days 
later than scheduled* resulting in the fact that the workmen who ware assigned to 
install these machines remained completely idle. Such delays in deliveries are 
rather a common feature in today’s Bulgaria 0 All the machines are delivered to a 
special commission composed of Bulgarians who must check them and . record all damages. 
These reports are further submitted to Soviet experts who sometimes (not always) 
check these deficiencies. 

ff Most of the machines delivered from the USSR are heavy* rough manufacture not 
requiring skilled and precise finish. Auxiliary equipment - tractors, trucks* cranes ~ 
have functioned well to date,. However* a big electric crane* of the average lifting 
capacity of 13 tons* was delivered. This crane is standing completely useless and idle/ 
It uses so much electric energy that when it was put in operation it took all the 
energy from the other in st. dilations - and still could not lift its load. The ex- 
periment was repeated several times, finally the crane was? put aside not to be used. 

01 The total completion; of Stalin plant is scheduled for 18 November 1951 . It should not 
be delayed more than 2-3 months. 


Personnel .Procedure 

w Applicants seeking work at Dimitrovgrad have to put their applications through a 
proper cadre section. The application must be accompanied by a complete biography 
revealing all professional and political activities. Then the applicant is told ;to 
g© back home and wait. During this time the cadre writes to the local branch o.f ; 
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the Dimitrov’s Youth Organization and fro® there eats a full dwsrrirtlon of th» 
^ ^ Wb personal and family data (parents, brXS, SSeis el) 

• 11 as an opinion as to whether he can be entrusted with work at Dimitrowred * 

In case of a negative opinion the applicant is not notifS? of Z *lXtTn ^ 

Km “his g tT f ?f * ** h& l* %0M M tbsre is available tm 

wk ' h obvious lie since others nr® at the same time hired for the seme 

"About to per cent of the workers employed at present at Dimitrovgitod are technicians 
and skilled workers who have been assigned for that work and sent by their local’ 

They are ther ® for a certain period of time. Their life i s very" 
difficult as a rule since their families have to stay in their permanent n lari no 

hou2holds aM Tha e ^Lf?? r ?w h i g *K e " 0aeh t0 C0Ver the e ® ense ' 5 of unkeeping two 
h ® * d! s ° Th “ ® l? 1 ! 1 ® that both they and their families are starving and 

d ®fP®f' ately existence. So when the term for which they have beer 
to v?h d v° nimitrovgrad finally runs out, they -ask the authorities to be allowed 
to go back home,. As a rule they meet with a refusal. There have been a few <?-«es 
when a worker has gone home in spite of the refusal. At once a wire foiled hte to 
his local, authorities stating that he had left his place of employment without per- ' 

timf wLn”l h Sre ® 0am *? t *? grtmted * tow.it to work anywhere else. So after" * 

J T h f ®?? a tos has been unsuccessful in finding new work, he returns to ' 
Dimitrovgr&d and waits for the moment when he will not be needed there any more. 

"These workers get their monthly pay on the 7-Sth of the following month. They 

® a hal f eve ” mor ». For a few days they live decent^ Then about the 
;fr ®onth, many do not _ even have enough money to buy bread. So on the 18th 

get 2 ">» u 9° lew “ advance. Many of them, suffering s desoerafce lt»*- 
in to for their Domes, wives and children, resort to drinking. Drinking 'whtob -r**d 

Kbit. ex8eptioa&A «*«"»=• ^ Bulgaria, has become nowadays a coirrwn' 

Hggsing *■ * 

"About 180 housing blocks have already been built for employees and workers of th- 
Dimitroygrad plants. These are three-story houses about 45-90 toner 20-25 * 
wide with, three entrances from one side and two fro® the other,. They ar* r-."vsaW" 

12 families. A family is assigned a little aoertment of one mom and n kitrh-*n "*»t 

r tW0 1 2 ager ? ^ *° reOTOr signed to s«h a family to be housed in the kitchen 
Only permanent workers can live in these houses. Those who are -assigned for * 
limited period are housed in the barracks built earlier for labor brigades or to 
attics over the plant. Barracks are equipped with two rows and tv IwiVof board* 

with straw mattresses. One blanket is allocated for 2 persons. Fbr- or toss xh« 

same accomodation exists in attics. There is no bath of any kind,, The only w»v 
to w,i,£h is to go under a. tap of water usually about 25 metres frw* the barrack" 

Toilets sre also located in such sects, mere is no »1*©* to h*< t „v». t « -~'t 
water., ""I" " ' '* 


Food 

“Workers mostly eat in the canteens but some of them also live on dry food.. Engineers 
technicians and administrative personnel have their own canteens, where entrance is 
permitted only on special passes issued by the plant administration office t 
dinnw there costs 150-180 lew. The same dinner with beer and a small extra cost 
25U-JOU lew. The pay of a chief • engineer at ATZ Stalin amounts to 26.000 lew 
per month* Other engineers and technicians gex 18-225000., 

" a X3i workers 8 canteens breakfast 9 lunch and dinner cost 1,800 lew for 15 days Tb**v 
are composed of the following courses ? ‘ ° 


Breakfast 

Lunch 

Smpp©r 


tea and marmalade or jam 

soup (hot water with a few grains of rice) 

a meat course .(80-100 grams) 

fruit compote made of bad dried apples 

beans with oil and jem* ‘sometimes macaroni 


Bread can be obtained on coupons. The black bread is vary bad. The average 
allocation for a worker is 600 v grams per day? for heavy workers - 800 grams* 800 gr 
or bread on coupons costs 30 lew* without coupons 80 lew- White bread is only for 
Russians o It can be purchased with great difficulty without coupons for WO lew. 


* - » v W4. VUUUb VUUUUMS i Of I JU 

in order to be served in a worker is canteen one originally had to wait on th 
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aboiit 50 minutes. In toie the number of the canteens was greatly increased,, At 
present a worker can be served in about 15 minutes. 


Health 

* Both plants ( Stalin and M&ritasaj employ at present about . 5*000 workers* There is 
no hospital of any kind for them* There are only two doctors., In the village of 
Dinsitrovgrad, the population of which is now about 20 * 000 . there is a small hospital - 
2 doctors and 3 nurses* This hospital also takes care of emergency cases among the 
workers of the plant.. The distance between the plant and the village is about'S. 5 
kms. There is also a pharmacy in' the village,. There is not one at the plant* No 
medicines, except the most simple ones, are available* 


et A worker can. be excused from work only by .& doctor and only when he Is running a 
very high fever. For being absent from work without a doc torts certificate one is 
punished by a fine of 1,000 to 2,000 lew* For a few cares of unexcused absence a 
worker is accused of sabotage, called "fascist 9 and punished, in a penal way. 


"Gravely sick workers are sent to the district hospital at Ibskovo US Ms)* Only 
local doctors can decide whether a worker should be sent to the hospital. As a 
rule there is no place in the Baskov© hospital* It often happens that a worker 
wounded at the plant dies during his transportation to the hospital, Radi Dimov, 
a young sportsman and a good worker, died in such a way &f tea* a fatal -accident 
the plant* 


’•Both Stalin and Maritaa 3 have their own uniformed militia, independent of the one 
which is in the village of Dimitrovgrado The plant militia numbers at least 200 people* 
These militia men cheek passes when workers enter the plants and search the workers 
when they leave.. The bulk of the militia men are recruited among the illiterate 
gypsies* They guard the plant* This summer civil guards* recruited from Communist 
workers, were added to help the militia* In spite of these precautions, sabotage 
acts are almost a daily occurrence in the plants* In most cases they consist of a 
break in the flow of the electric current. Then Trudowak (soldiers of labor brigades) 
are blamed, since it is known that they are .an army of the enemies of the state., Many 
times on walls or in form of leaflets workers can read such slogans as ’Death to 
Ch@rv@mkov% 9 Down with slavery’ etc* 


* end- 
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